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Life Together 

Without doubt, the prayer that I offer 

most frequently when I make a hospi-

tal call is asking for God to be pre-

sent. Before surgery or at a bedside – 

rejoicing with new life or waiting for 

the end of life to come – I pray for 

God’s presence to be felt in a particu-

lar way. God is – really by definition – 

and around us and within – because 

God is “the one in whom we live and 

move and have our being.” But we do 

not always feel or sense that presence. 

Because we are not always aware that 

God is with us, we pray. I think this is 

why we all love Psalm 23 so much: be-

cause when we pray it – we affirm that 

even though we walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death – God is there 

– carrying a shepherd’s staff to comfort 

us. 

In the month of December – we live in 

2 worlds: the busy world of Christmas: 

with parties – festive meals – decora-

tions – and carol singing. Perhaps we 

will travel or welcome those who do. 

There are gifts to be purchased and 

cards sent – and in general – an aw-

ful lot to do. The other world of course 

– is the world of Advent – 4 weeks of 

reflection and anticipation. What we 

await is not the coming of Santa 

Claus – but the birth of the holy child 

of Bethlehem. One of the titles the 

tradition has given to Jesus 

is “Emmanuel” – literally: “God-with-

us.” Jesus is the promise of God’s pres-

ence made flesh. When John’s Gospel 

says that “The Word became flesh and 

“dwelt among us” – it means that 

He “pitched His tent” or “moved into 

the neighborhood.” 

In a newspaper editorial – one col-

umnist wrote that “America is suffer-

ing an epidemic of loneliness” (New 

York Times). People are feeling left out 

or isolated. He cites a survey by the 

health insurance company Cigna that 

13% of Americans say zero people 

know them well. In addition to negative 

health consequences such as drug ad-

diction and suicide – the author says 

that isolation is also the source of 

much of the anger and violent outrage 

that has taken over our political lives. 

The antidote the author suggests is 

finding a place to call “home” – a 

place where you build relationships 

over time – a place in which to invest 

energy and emotion – a place from 

which to harvest the deep joy of being 

in community. For many of you – FPC 

Huntsville has been this kind of home 

for many years. For others – this is a 

new place in which we are coming to 

find a place. But for all of us – this is 

what church is really all about: an in-

tentional community of different people 

who come together to build and deep-

en relationships over time. 
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During Advent and Christmas – the miracle we cele-

brate is that God has chosen to make God’s home with 

us. In the coming of the Christ child – God becomes 

the most vulnerable of things – a newborn infant – de-

pendent for years on the care, love, and upbringing of 

a community of humans. God has come to live among 

us as one of us precisely so that we can learn how to 

live with each other. This year, may we welcome Christ 

in new and deeper ways – and may we recommit our-

selves to one another right here – in this – our church 

home.  

Peace, 

 Craig 

Y.A.C.  

Youth After Church  

December 5 @ 2 p.m. 

This month we will be practicing our 

play for the Red Stocking Evening. 

Come help us perfect our presenta-

tion and the join in for the “He Shall 

Be Called” service from 3-5 p.m. 



  

 

Advent and Christmas Season 
For to us a child Is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 

his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ev-

erlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   – Isaiah 9: 6-7  

 

 

 

Sunday, November 28 @ 5 p.m.             Pot-Luck Dinner followed by  
 A Hanging of the Greenery Service 
  
Wednesday, December 1 @ 6 p.m.             First Presbyterian Chancel Choir 
 Christmas Concert  
 
Sunday, December 5 from 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. “He Shall Be Called”  
Join us for an experiential Advent prayer time where centers will be used to 
help us experience Advent in a more contemplative way. 
 
Monday, December 6, @ 6 p.m.            Red Stocking Evening with Dessert,  
 Music and Children’s Pageant  
 
Thursday, December 9 @ 7 p.m.             Belle Chanson Christmas Concert 

Sunday, December 12 @ 6 p.m.    A Service of “Tidings of Comfort and Joy” 
 Join us in sharing and hearing prayers, Scripture and music that acknowledge 
that God’s presence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle – and that 
God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness. 
 
Friday, December 24 @ 5:30 p.m.            Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
 with Holy Communion  
 
Saturday, December 25                                   Nativity of the Lord / Christmas Day! 
 
 

For more information, call the church office at 295-2440. 
 



Join Us 
Wednesday, December 1 

8:30 a.m.  
In the church Parlor. 

 

 

“Tuesdays with Morrie” 
By Mitch Albom 

“An old man, a young man, and life’s greatest       
lesson.” 

 

January Book is available now! 
“Faith Bass Darling’s Last Garage Sale” 

By Lynda Rutledge 
 

“A heartfelt story about last chances, second       
chances, and chance itself.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“And His Name Shall  
Be Called” 

An Experiential Advent Prayer Event 
 

Sunday, December 5 from 3-5 p.m. 
Come and go at your leisure. 

 

Centers will be available for individuals to learn 
about and experience the  

names of Jesus. 
 

And His name shall be called Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and 

Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9: 6 

 
 
 

  

The Greatest Thing  
in the World 

- Henry Drummond 
 

There is only one thing greater than happiness 
in the world, and that is holiness; and it is not in 
our keeping; but what God has put in our power 
is the happiness of those about us, and that is 
largely to be secured by our being kind to them. 
 

“The greatest thing,” says some one, “a man 
can do for his Heavenly Father is to be kind to 
some of His other children.”  
 

For there is no debtor in the world so honoura-
ble, so superbly honourable, as Love.  “Love 
never faileth.”  Love is success, Love is happi-
ness, Love is energy of Life! 
 

Where love is, God is.  He that dwelleth in 
Love dwelleth in God.  God is love.  Therefore 
LOVE! 
 

Lavish it upon the poor, where it is very easy, 
especially upon the rich, who often need it 
most; most of all upon your equals, where it is 
very difficult, and for whom perhaps we each 
do least of all.   
 

Without distinction, without calculation, with-
out procrastination, LOVE. 

Spiritual Formation 
  Meeting the Sacred in Everyday Life 



 

Presbyterian  
Women’s Bible Study 

 

 3rd Wednesday of each month @ 10 a.m. 
In the Parlor 

 
For more info contact  

Nancy O’Leary or Brenda Brock 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY  

 

THE CHOSEN: Season 2 

EVERY WEDNESDAY  

6 p.m. 

 In the Fellowship Hall 

Outreach Ministry 
“Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Galatians 6:2   

 

 

Thank You! 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

Thank you for your donations of food and baskets for our yearly Thanksgiving basket for those less fortunate.  

The families were blessed – especially the children with your generous gift. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Angels 

The Christmas Angel tree will be in the narthex on Sundays, November 28th and December 5th.  We will be 

sharing our gifts with children who attend  HISD and are referred to us by their social services department.  

Each child will receive a “wish” gift and clothing/shoes.   

Please place your gifts in a gift bag with tissue paper and attach your Angel tag to the bag.  Gifts are due in 

Brenda’s office no later than Sunday, December 12th. 

If you have any questions, contact Beckie or Brenda.  

 Coat Donations 

We have teamed up with the Huntsville Lion’s Club to participate in collecting 

coats for children in Walker County.  As the winter temps begin to get colder 

children will be needing to keep warm as they play outdoors, attend school, and 

wait for and ride school buses.  Sizes that are needed are 3, 4, 5, 14 and 16.  

Please consider helping with coats for these children. 

 



Cathy and I want to thank everyone for 
the cards, emails, texts, phone calls, 
and other messages following my sur-
gery on November 11. Being lifted up 
and supported by so many meant a 
great deal to us.  

Also, many thanks to our church        
secretary Emily, who organized a Meal 
Train for us. And thanks to all who      
provided the meals. The food was very 
good, and the thoughtfulness was even 
more savory.  

Love sent, 

 Craig and Cathy King 

Order Your Poinsettia 
Poinsettias are used to decorate the sanctuary during 

Advent. You are invited to place a poinsettia in honor 

and/or memory of  loved ones. Funds received in ex-

cess of those purchased will be used in benevolent 

ways by our Mission and Outreach Team to help others 

in our community throughout the year. This year, we will 

be doing things a little bit differently:  

There is no set cost for the poinsettias – please give 

what you feel is appropriate.  

Everyone will receive ONE poinsettia – but you may 

take more following the Christmas Eve service if 

you wish (this will cut down on the “left-over 

plants we have each year). 

For those who donate, there will be a special booklet   

printed which shows a list of those being honored and  

remembered. We will also have a special insert in the   

January 2022 newsletter. The deadline to order a poin-

settia is Sunday, December 12.  You may either order 

your poinsettia by using the enclosed form, or by filling 

out the forms located in the Narthex and in the office 



 

 

 

 

1 Sophia Peterson 

2 Michael Shirley  

4 Connie Murdock  

8  Heather McKethan 

10 Christa Ashworth-  

Perkins  

12 Larry Krempin  

25 Mary Moore  

 

 

 

30 Paula Coons  

31 Violet Tuttle  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 Book Club 

8:30 am        
Choir Concert    
6p.m. 

2 3 4 

5 YAC @ 2pm 

“He Shall Be 
Called” service   
3 pm—5 pm 

6 Red Stocking 

Evening  6 pm 

7 8 Outreach 

10:30 am        
Chosen Study    
6 pm 

9 Belle      

Chancon Concert 

7 pm 

10 11 

12 Angel gifts/

Poinsettias due                       
Tidings Service   
6pm 

13 14 15  PW book 

study  at 10 am  
Chosen Study   
6pm 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24             
Christmas Eve 
Service 6 pm 

25  

26 27 28 29 30 31   

December 2021 


