
Encouragement for the 

New Year 

By Carol Kuykendall 

“See, I am sending an angel ahead of 

you to guard you along the way and to 

bring you to the place I have prepared.” 

Exodus 23:20 (NIV) 

I sometimes think New Year’s Day 

comes at the wrong time of year. I’m 

usually facing a bunch of tasks left over 

from the old year, like taking down the 

Christmas tree and putting away all the 

decorations, writing thank-you notes 

and dealing with decisions about what 

to do with the stack of Christmas cards. 

Throw them away? Save the ones with 

pictures? Check the addresses? Then 

there’s the thought of trying to catch up 

with all the work I put off during the holi-

days. I’m behind before the New Year 

even starts. 

“Who can think about new beginnings or 

inspirational goals in the midst of old 

concerns?” I asked my lawyer-husband 

Lynn as he came in the door after a 

quick trip to the office to complete a 

couple of year-end responsibilities. 

“Let me show you a gift I just received,” 

he said, pulling an attractively wrapped 

package out of his briefcase. On it was a 

card: “To Lynn. May this gift encourage 

you in the coming year.” It was signed by 

a friend in his Bible study group. 

Lynn tore off the paper and lifted out a 

beautifully framed message, penned by 

a professional calligrapher. The mes-

sage read: 

          Lynn, 

 Trust Me. I have everything under con-

trol. 

         Jesus 

 

He set the frame down amidst the clut-

ter on the kitchen counter so I could see 

that simple message as I went about my 

tasks. Slowly those words began to 

change my frame of mind. If I needed 

something to help me carry my old con-

cerns into the New Year, I’d just found it 

… the determination to face each day’s 

concerns, trusting in the words of this 

promise from the Source of all comfort 

and strength. 

Father, each day in this new year, 

please help me remember that You are 

in control of everything. 
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Spiritual Formation 
                Meeting the Sacred in Everyday Life 

 

Join Us 
Wednesday, January 6 

8:30 a.m.  

In the church Parlor. 
 

 

““To the Ends of the Earth” 

By Marj Carpenter, 

Former PCUSA Moderator 
 

February book is available now! 
 

“Five People You Meet in Heaven” 

By Mitch Albom 

“This book is a gift to the soul.” 
 

Mask are required please. 

 

 Lectio Divina  

A Prayer Discipline 
  

Lectio Divina will resume meeting every 

Wednesday at noon beginning January 6.  

Please bring a journal and pen.   

All are welcome to join us. 
 

“Paying attention is being open and awake - 

ready to be seized by whatever is present to us in 

the present moment. This is why it is a foundation 

of prayer. Attentiveness moves us beyond our 

self-preoccupations and opens us to that which is 

beyond our self. Regardless of how insignificant 

the object may seem, being truly aware of 

anything has enormous potential to aid our 

spiritual awakening.”  

 - David G. Benner, “Opening to God:   

Lectio Divina and Life as Prayer”   

 
 

 

  

  

 

Reaching Out 
 

Prayer makes us reach out to God, not on 

our own but on his terms, then prayer pulls 

us away from self-preoccupations, 

encourages us to leave familiar ground, 

and challenges us to enter into a new world 

which cannot be contained within the 

narrow boundaries of our mind or heart. 

 

Prayer, therefore, is a great adventure 

because the God with whom we enter in to 

a new relationship is greater than we are 

and defies all our calculations and 

predictions.  The movement from illusion 

to prayer is hard to make since it leads us 

from false certainties to true uncertainties, 

from an easy support system to a risky 

surrender, and from the many “safe” gods 

to the God whose love has no limits.   

 

In prayer, God’s presence is never 

separated from his absence and God’s 

absence is never separated from his 

presence.  His presence is so much beyond 

the human experience of being together 

that it quite easily is perceived as absence.  

His absence, on the other hand, is often so 

deeply felt that it leads to a new sense of 

his presence.  (Psalm 22: 1-5) 

 

The paradox of prayer is that it ask for a 

serious effort while it can only be received 

as a gift. 

 

By Henri Nouwen 
 

 

  



 

 

 

Outreach Ministry 
“You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his ox fallen down by the way and ignore them, 

you shall help him to lift them up again.”  Deuteronomy 22:4  
 
 

 

Thank You! 
Thank You! 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Angel Tree 
We were able to provide gifts of clothing, gift 

cards, toys and more to 40 children in our 

community whose parents struggle financially. 

Christmas morning YOU were a blessing for 

these families.  

 

Monthly Donations 
 

 
 

Thank you for your donations of food over this 
past year as we sought to provide needed items 
to those in our community needing help. 
Our food pantry is vital to families needing help 
on weekends and holidays when the Mission is 
closed.   

 

First Sunday of January Donations 
 

Paper towels, toilet paper, etc. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Love Is a Verb 

Biblical compassion means action.  A tear shed for a lonely widow is a mere emotion; when combined 

with writing her a letter, knocking on her door or dialing her on the telephone, it is compassion.  The 

difference is described in I John 3: 17-18; “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 

need but has not pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with 

words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 

Every time the gospels mention that Jesus was moved with the deepest emotions, they go on to describe 

His doing something – feeding the hungry crowds, interceding with God, bringing physical or inner 

healing, or deliverance.  The unglamourous and little-publicized words of mercy, the ministry of small 

things, feeding and sheltering, visiting the sick, educating, correcting, speaking a healing word, bearing 

wrongs, listening creatively, counseling, washing dirty feet, praying with people, are all ways of living the 

life of compassion.  “When you do it to the least of these…”  Matthew 25 



  

 

Outreach Ministry  Continued… 

 
 
 

A Thank You From Matt 

Matt Pollard is a nephew of Janice and Ron Lange.  Due to the fires in California this past year, Matt 

completely lost his home and his job.  When this was shared with the Outreach Ministry Team (not by the 

Lange’s) the Team approached the Session and with their unanimous approval we were able to send $500 to 

help Matt.  Our donation helped him with immediate essentials – clean up, a place to stay, food, etc.   

As always, God is good!  Through other donations and gifts Matt has been able to purchase another vehicle 

and RV (which he calls his home).  Matt has also secured a “great” job.  He says; “2021 will surely be better!” 

Thank you to the Outreach Team for proceeding with Matt’s needs, the Session for their approval and the 

church community for reaching out!  Our prayers and best wishes for Matt!   

 

 

Pictures following Matt’s 

loss of home and vehicle. 

Restored  

And  

Grateful! 



First Saturday Family  

Reminder  

There will be no First Saturday Family for the month of January but please mark your calendars  and 

make plans to join us for Saturday February 6, 2021 at 9 a.m. 

There will be fun, worship, outreach, snacks, and music!  

All ages are invited to attend and participate! 

January 3 

after worship  
Your help is needed as we UN-hang the green and put away the Christmas décor around the church. 

If you are able, please make plans to help.  

Thank you! 

 

2021 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  Happy 

New Year! 

2 

3 4 Nurture @ 

10:30am 

5 worship @ 

5:15 pm 

6 Book Club 

8.30a          

Lectio 12 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 CE mtg 

@5:15 pm 

13Lectio 12  

Outreach @10 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 Session 

meeting 5 pm 

20Lectio 12  21 22 23 

24 25 26 27Lectio 12  

 

28 29 30 

31       

January 2021 

Dorothea Tarver    3 

Donna Ashworth   4 

Bille Jean Bohan   6 

Peggy Winkelmann   9 

Carol Dennis  13 

Meghan Burton 18 

John Schwetman  27 

Martha Hutchinson    29 


