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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Grace and peace to all the members and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Huntsville, Texas. Cathy and I are really excited about this new chapter in our lives and 

the opportunity to serve this congregation and the entire community.  

By way of introduction, allow me to share that I am a mixture of Austrian, French, Irish, 

and Italian blood – raised predominantly around the Italians. And because I was always 

an obedient child (sometimes) and a quiet one as well (never!), there are 2 words in    

Italian that I became well acquainted with. One is "basta," which means "enough!" and 

the other is "avanti," meaning "forward!" 

In this time, I want you to be assured that our ministry will never be defined by enough. 

Prayers, time together, and opportunities to share in gifts of service to our community 

and world will identify us as a Church in a constant state of “avanti” – moving forward – 

building upon the extraordinary legacy of this church – all of you – and those who are 

with us in spirit. 

You may have heard that I like to joke and have fun. While that is very true, please know 

that I am very passionate and serious about what I do. I am honored and humbled to 

serve a wonderful God, and all of you.  

As we get started on our journey together, I'd like to share a thought with you. In the first 

chapter of her book Traveling Mercies, Anne Lamott relates a story her minister once 

told: "When she (Anne's minister) was about seven, her best friend got lost one day. The 

little girl ran up and down the streets of the big town where they lived, but she couldn't 

find a single landmark. She was very frightened. Finally, a policeman stopped to help 

her. He put her in the passenger seat of his car, and they drove around until she finally 

saw her church. She pointed it out to the policeman, and then told him firmly, 'You could 

let me out now. This is my church, and I can always find my way home from here.'" 

Lamott concludes: "And that is why I have stayed so close to mine, because no matter 

how bad I am feeling, how lost or lonely or frightened, when I see the faces of the people 

at my church, and hear their voices, I can always find my way home." 

It is my hope and prayer that we can work together to continue to make the First         

Presbyterian Church of Huntsville a place where people – all sorts of people – can always 

find their way home. Our world has never been in greater need of such a place.  

Peace,    Craig King 



Join Us for Book Club 

Wednesday, June 2 
8:30 a.m. in the Parlor 

“The All of It” by Jeannette Haien 
and 

“The Dearly Beloved”  by Carolyn Wall 
 

July 7th book is now available. 
“The Tinker’s Daughter” 

By Wendy Lawton 
Warm and inspiring, this book abounds with 

word pictures that bring meaning to the world. 
 

Coffee and treats will be served. 

 

Lectio Divina  

Lectio Divina meets on Wednesdays  
at noon in the Narthex. 

Please bring a journal and pen.   
 

“For the ancients, to meditate is to read a text 
and to learn it "by heart" in the fullest sense of 
this expression, that is, with one's whole being: 
with the body, since the mouth pronounced it, 
with the memory which fixes it, with the intel-
ligence which understands its meaning, and 
with the will which desires to put it into prac-
tice.” 
          ― Jean Leclercq 
 
 
The highest form of wisdom is kindness. 
         ― unknown 
 

Waiting in Community 
 

Christian community is the place where we 

keep the flame of hope alive among us and 

take it seriously so that it an grow and be-

come stronger in us.  In this way we can live 

with courage, trusting that there is a spiritual 

power in us when we are together  that al-

lows us to live in this world without surren-

dering to the powerful forces constantly se-

ducing us toward despair.  That is how we 

dare to say that God is a God of love even 

when we see hatred all around us.  That is 

why we can calm that God is a God of life 

even when we see death and destruction and 

agony all around us.  We say it together.  We 

affirm it in each other.  Waiting together, nur-

turing what has already begun, expecting its 

fulfillment – that is the meaning of friend-

ship, community, and the Christian life.”   

             by Henri Nouwen  
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Meeting the Sacred in Everyday Life 



We are so please to have 

Reverend Craig King and 

his wife Cathy King be able 

to join us on the 173rd    

birthday of our church! 

 

We will be celebrating with 

refreshments.  This event 

will take place during the 

normal Sunday School hour 

(9:15 –10:15 am) under 

the portico on June 27th. 

Please join us in this        

historic celebration! 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 - Rose Patel 

12 - Ron Lange 

17 - Dane McKethan 

18 - Edwin Thomason 

20 - Suzy Fredregill 

22 - Bill Durham 

27 - DeAnn Steely 

29 - Doris Norman 

30 - Will Durham 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 PDO closed 

Worship @ 

5pm 

2 Book Club 

8:30 am 

Lectio 12 pm 

3 PDO closed 4 5 

6 7 Nurture 

mtg @ 10:30 a 

8 9 Outreach 

mtg @ 10 am 

Lectio 12 pm 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 Session 

mtg 5:15 pm 

16  

Lectio 12 pm 

17 18 19 

20        
Rev. King’s         

Welcome     

Dinner 5pm 

21 22 23 

Lectio 12 pm 

24 25 26 

27 Church  

B-day  

Wedding 2pm 

28 29 30        
Lectio 12 pm 
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