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Letting Your Leaves Fall 

By Rachel Wojo 
 
Little yellow leaves from the front yard 
tree dance across the porch and drive-
way. As their bright green color fades, it 
seems they fall almost as quickly as 
they change. I love summer affection-
ately and part of me longs to whisper to 
the tree “Hold on a little longer. Come 
on; you got this. Think green!” But gra-
ciously the tree listens to its Maker ra-
ther than my foolish whispers. In order 
to flourish in the new season, the tree 
must let go of its decayed leaves. They 
have performed well for the term, but 
their time has drawn to a close. 
 
Autumn is a wonderful time to observe 
nature. As I watch the swirling leaves 
stirred by the wind, I am reminded that 
they display an important lesson for all 
of us to follow suit in a way. Just as the 
trees don’t stubbornly hold on to their 
dead leaves, so we shouldn’t hold on to 
any unnecessary weight in our lives. 
When we long to enter a new season, 
the old can easily inhibit the new if we 
allow it. God’s Word reminds us to: 
Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, 
brawling and slander, along with every 
form of malice. Be kind and compas-
sionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you. Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV) 
 
To get rid of negativity in our lives, we 
must first identify it. How can we do 
this? 

» By reading God’s Word. 
» By allowing His Spirit to show us the 
necessary heart changes we need. 
» By being willing to shun practices 
such as bitterness and anger. 
» By asking God to help us let go of the 
guilt from the past. 
 
Oh how the Lord longs to empower and 
strengthen us for the new season 
ahead! If we’re not sure of the issues 
detaining a kind and compassionate 
spirit, He will show us when we ask. 
And if guilt from the past is preventing 
this beautiful new season, we have His 
promises like this one to remember: 
Forget the former things; do not dwell 
on the past.  See, I am doing a new 
thing!  Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the waste-
land. Isaiah 43:18,19 (NIV) 
 
What are you holding on to that is pre-
venting a freshness to the season 
ahead? Could it be that the decayed 
leaves are piling up and your heart 
needs to discard them for good? If so, 
why not reach out to the Lord in prayer? 
He longs to hear from you. Ask Him to 
shine light on any thoughts, circum-
stances, habits or other “decayed 
leaves” you might be clinging to. As you 
watch the leaves fall this season, our 
prayer is that you are reminded to let go 
of anything that would hinder a fresh 
relationship with God. 
 
https://www.dayspring.com/articles/letting-

your-leaves-fall 
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Join Us 

Wednesday, October 7 

8:30 a.m. in the Parlor 
 

A Summer Review 
 

Shared Books 
 
  

November Book is available now! 

“50 People Every Christian Should Know” Warren 
Wiersbe 

 

Our spiritual struggles are not new, and the sto-
ries of those wo have gone before can help lead 

the way to our own victories. 
 

Coffee and treats will be served. 

Mask are required please. 

 

 

 

 Lectio Divina 

A Prayer Discipline 
  

Wednesdays at Noon in the Parlor 

Bring a journal and a pen. 
 

Lectio Divina provides us with a discipline, developed 
and handed down by our ancestors, for recovering the 
context, restoring the intricate web of relationships to 

which the Scriptures  
give witness but that are so easily lost  

or obscured in the act of writing.   
 by Eugene Peterson 

 

- - - -  
 

“The Word of God lifts us up and makes us see that 
our daily, ordinary lives are, in fact, sacred lives that 
play a necessary role in the fulfillment of God’s prom-

ises.” 

By Henri Nouwen 
 

 Taize Prayer Service 

Prayer Garden Gazebo 

Sunday, November 1 at 5 p.m. 
 

A short service of Taize music, meditation and 
prayer – remembering All Saints Day. 

 

Contact Brenda for more information.   

The Intimacy of Prayer 

 by Eugene H. Peterson 
 

Nearly everyone believes in God and throws casu-
al offhand remarks in his general direction from 
time to time.  But prayer is something quite differ-
ent.  Suppose yourself at dinner with a person 
whom you very much want to be with – a friend, a 
lover, a person important to you.  The dinner is in 
a find restaurant where everything is arranged to 
give you a sense of privacy.  There is adequate 
illumination at your table with everything else in 
shadow.  You are aware of other persons and other 
activity in the room, but they do not intrude on 
your intimacy.  There is talking and listen-
ing.  There are moments of silence, full of mean-
ing.  From time to time a waiter comes to your ta-
ble.  You ask questions of him; you place your or-
der with him; you ask to have your glass refilled; 
you thank him for his attentive service and leave a 
tip.  You depart, still in companionship with the 
person with whom you dined, but out on the street 
conversation is less personal, more casual. 
That is a picture of prayer. 
The person with whom we set aside time for inti-
macy, for this deepest and most personal conver-
sation, is God.  Prayer demands our exclusive at-
tention. 
 

    Spiritual Formation 

                   Meeting the Sacred in Everyday Life 

 



YOU must be the change YOU want to see in the world.  

World Communion Sunday 

October 4 

 

World Communion Sunday offers congregations a 
distinctive opportunity to experience Holy Com-
munion in the context of the global community of 
faith. The first Sunday of October has become a 
time when Christians in every culture break bread 
and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as 
the Head of the Church. On that day, they remem-
ber that they are part of the whole body of believers. 
Whether shared in a grand cathedral, a mud hut, 
outside on a hilltop, in a meetinghouse, or in a 
storefront, Christians celebrate the communion lit-
urgy in as many ways as there are congregations. 
World Communion Sunday can be both a profound 
worship experience and a time for learning more 
about our wider community of faith. 

On World Communion Sunday, we will be taking 
Holy Communion together by using prepackaged 
elements. People will come from east and west and 
north and south and will take their places at the 
feast in the kingdom of God.  Luke 13: 29  

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 

Don’t forget 1st Sunday food donations for our food 
pantry.  The food pantry is located in one of the 
rooms at the back of the chapel.  Families receiving 
food from our pantry will be referred to us from the 
HISD social services department.   
 

This is a difficult time for many families in our 
community especially those with children.  Please 
help by donating non-perishable food items 
(canned fruit and vegetables are greatly need-
ed).  Your donations can be placed in the basket in 
the narthex or brought to the church office.  Your 
gifts of food are greatly needed and will be much 
appreciated. 
 

Gulf Coast Blood Drive 

Saturday, October 10 

 

There were over 80 individuals giving blood at 
the September blood drive! What a blessing!  One 
individual giving equals three individuals receiv-
ing. 

Again, this month, we will be hosting the drive at 
our church.  Susan Cascaden works very hard or-
ganizing and setting up for the occasion.   

For the month of October, we will be providing a 
meal for the essential workers of the drive – 
chicken spaghetti, salad, bread and dessert.  If 
you would like to bake, make, or provide food 
please contact Butch Evans or Brenda Brock 
to sign up.   

Also. if you would like to sign up to give blood, 
please call Brenda. 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

We will be signing up soon to donate food for our 
yearly Thanksgiving Baskets.  Please be thinking 
about what you would like to donate and especial-
ly be praying for the families that we will be serv-
ing.  A sign-up list will be available following 
worship and on the library window the end of Oc-
tober.  Your donations are appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

Evangelism 

Though we Presbyterians are not known for door-
to-door evangelizing we are fairly good at invit-
ing people to our church for worship and Chris-
tian fellowship.  Our new banners outside the 
church are ways for us to say “We are here and 
you are invited!”  Let us reach out to others as we 
love and serve our God. 
 

 



A Message from Stewardship  

2021 Pledge cards will be sent out the first 

week of October. Please fill them out and       

return to the church during the month of        

October.  

First Saturday Family 
 

Our theme for October is The Sower, join us for First Saturday Family,  

October 3, 2020, on the Toddler playground (19th St.)  

We will have a Bible Story, craft, snack, music and lots of fun! 

Last month we had 26 in attendance ranging in age from less than a month 

old – late 80’s, All of God’s children are welcome! 

Adults may bring a lawn chair, join us on the Toddler Play & Pray Ground (19th 

St.), starting at 9:00 am  

The Flower Calendar 

 

Dear Friends, 

Now that we are using the Sanctuary 
each Sunday, we can put real flowers 
in there.  I have the calendar still in 
the office hallway that you may sign 
up.  It is now the fall season and they 
would look beautiful near the chan-
cel.  You may call Emily on Tuesday 
through Thursday to pick a 
date.  Please help us get back to more 
normal areas of our church 
life.  Thank you and God bless.    

    

Sandi Bean 

Volunteers Needed! 
The Worship committee is in need of volunteers 

to be a part  of a trained team to work the 

new video and streaming equipment for the 

Live stream services.  

If you would like to be on this team and put in 

the rotation to work this system, please         

contact Meghan Burton.  



’
 

Beginning Sunday, October 4th we will be offering “Children’s Church” for children ages 3 yrs. – 
2nd grade.  

We will meet every Sunday in the Chapel from 10:30 am – 11:30 am  

Children’s Church will be like Church in the Sanctuary, the children will be nurtured in their 
commitment to Christ and community.  There will be singing to God, praying to God, hearing 
God’s word and giving to God. 

Each week the children will be asked to donate a food item for their offering.  The offering 
will be used to help stock our church food pantry, which benefits the families of Huntsville 
I.S.D. 

For the month of October, we are asking the children to bring Ramen Noodles for their         
offering.  

Children’s Church will have three leaders each month, Meredith Clifton, Emily Evans & Brenda 
Brock, along with three Youth Helpers, Jordan Brock, Amity Brock & Emily Tuttle. 

 

If you have any questions, please give me a call. 

In His Love, 

Meredith 

Parent’s Day Out is BACK! 
 

 

PDO opened back up on August 25, after being closed for 5 months.  Once again there is     
laughter, tears, & shrieks of joy coming from the classrooms as God’s littlest one’s return to 
PDO to learn about God, and how to get along with friends!   

We are so excited that we have the opportunity to share 
God’s word with the children in our community!   

Our preschoolers will discover the love of Jesus while hearing 
and participating in interactive Bible stories through age    
appropriate songs, rhymes, and games.   

Our hope and prayer is that PDO will be a fun place for these 
children to learn and grow in the love God has for each of 
them.  Our teachers here at PDO know the value and            
importance of sharing the word of God with His littlest one’s 
and I am thankful for them!  

If anyone needs more information about PDO, please give me 
a call! 

 

Blessings, 

Meredith 



  

 

 

 

 

 

2 - Janet Jack 

4 - Gretchen Durham 

5 - Jordan Brock 

    - Mark Tuttle 

7 - Barbara Mugg 

8 - Pat Alexander 

9 - Joan Howey 

     - Lynne Coker 

10 - Joe Henderson 

11 - Susan Cascaden 

15 - Ivo Nelson 

21 - Sybil Archer 

24 - McKenna Perkins 

27 - Milton Brock  

29 - Jim Alexander 

31 - Rick Rose 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 First       

Saturday           

Family 9am 

4 World   

Communion    

Childrens Ch. 

5 Nurture 

10:30 a                

CE @ 5:15 p 

6 Worship 

5:15 p 

7 Book Club 

8:30 a 

Lectio @ 12 

8 PDo Board 

mtg 3:30 p 

9 10 Blood 

Drive 8a– 2 p 

11 Admin 

mtg after 

church  

12 13 14 Outreach 

10:30 a 

Lectio @ 12 

15 16 17 

18 19 20  

Session 5 p       

21 

Lectio @ 12 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 

Lectio @ 12 

29 30 31 

October 2020 

To see a full list of all the events at FPC go 

to our website calendar   —  

www.firstpreshuntsvilletx.org 


