
THE LORD’S DAY 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

WELCOME, LIFE OF THE CHURCH  

 

SOUNDING THE GATHERING 

 

PRAYER, PRELUDE AND PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Like a River Glorious with Handel's (1685-1759) "The Harmonious Blacksmith" 

(Air and Variations) 

For thus says the Lord: "Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the 

glory of the nations like an overflowing stream. Isaiah 62:12 

(Please use this time to prepare your hearts and minds for worship.) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: Life and breath — 

All:  A gift from God. 

One: A tender heart and a humble mind — 

All: Possible with God. 

One: Loving deeply and forgiving often — 

All: Enabled by God. 

One: Living in peace and creating justice  — 

All: Sustained by God. 

One: Seeking God and praising God — 

All: Our offering to God. 

 

CHORAL INTROIT       “In the Bulb”                 545 CGH 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE        “Make a Joyful Noise”               333 CGH 

     

*SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

Leader:   May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People:   And also with you.   

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Oh Lord, how precious your words to us -  

A lamp to our feet and a light to our path, 

directing us with a wisdom from above and a grace in our time of need . . . 

Forgive us for taking casually the truth you reveal in Scripture, 

neglecting its treasures and going our own way. 

Correct our ways and bring us into your sacred places and caring love, 

in Jesus name we pray . . . Amen. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

CHORAL PRAYER RESPONSE     “Be Still, My Soul”          57 CGH 

   

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

 

*GLORIA PATRI   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in 

the beginning, ‘tis now and ever shall be; world without end. Amen. 

              

ANTHEM              “The Stand by Hillsong” 

               

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING              Acts 8:26-35, 2 Peter 3:14-16 

                            

SERMON       “Making Sense of Scripture”     Rev. Phineas Washer 

text: “Paul’s . . . letters . . . are . . . hard to understand.” 

2 Peter 3:15,16 

“How can I understand [what I read in the Bible] unless someone guides me?” 

Acts 8:31 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 

into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 



*HYMN OF MEDITATION    “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” 

    507 CGH 

        

PRAYERS OF PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP 

 

GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Offertory  
O Worship the King  in the style of Chopin's (1810-1849) Military Polonaise 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures 

here below; praise him above ye heavenly hosts; praise Father, Son 

and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 Prayer of Dedication 

 

* HYMN OF PARTING       “Sweet Hour of Prayer”               412 CGH 

 

* BENEDICTION   

    

*POSTLUDE              Joy in the Morning               Natalie Sleeth 

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. Psalm 30 

  

NEW TESTAMENT READING                       Acts 8:26-35 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert 

road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on 

his way he met an Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an important official in charge of all the 

treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man 

had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his 

chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to 

that chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 

prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip 

to come up and sit with him. 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.”[b] 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, 

himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of 

Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING                  2 Peter 3:14-16 
14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort 

to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our 

Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you 

with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, 

speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are 

hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the 

other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-35%2C+2+Peter+3%3A14-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27204a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-35%2C+2+Peter+3%3A14-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27210b


WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS, Oct. 11-18 

 

TUESDAY:  PDO  8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

   PDO Board meeting at 3:30 pm 

WEDNESDAY: Outreach meeting at 10:30 a.m. 

Lectio Divina at 12 Noon  

THURSDAY:   PDO  8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR MASKS ON AT ALL TIME WHILE 

INSIDE THE BUILDING, INCLUDING WHILE IN YOUR PEW AND WHILE 

SINGING. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE. If you have a joy or concern to share with the 

congregation, please complete a “Prayer Request” card and place in the 

basket in the Narthex before worship begins.  Prayer lists can be found in 

the Narthex. 

 

THE FLOWERS TODAY are given by Linda Hooper to the glory of God and 

in loving memory of Kal Hooper on his birthday and in honor of our great 

country, The United States of America.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES HAVE RESUMED. Emily Evans class will meet 

in the Parlor. Milton Brock’s Sunday School class will also begin meeting 

this week. Other class information will be given when it is available. 

 

THERE WILL BE NO children’s church this Sunday due to the recorded 

service. 

 

PLEDGE CARDS for 2021 have been sent out via mail to every member last 

week.  Please have these filled out and returned to the church by the end 

of the month. Your giving matters and we ask that you prayerfully 

consider how God wants you to support his work at FPC in 2021.  

 

YOUTH CLASSES AND MEETINGS. The youth will have bible study on 

Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. well as fellowship and study 

after worship each Sunday. See Michael McDougal for details.  

 


