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His Steadfast Love 
Love is a word that we all love to use. It’s a 

word that we think we all understand. And 

yet, it’s not until we encounter the love of 

God that we realise that, up until that 

point, we really had no idea. 

 

When you look at a house from the out-

side, you have no idea what lies beneath. If 

the foundations are strong, then the house 

will stand for a long time, but if they’re not, 

it’ll soon fall. 

Now, if you’ve ever built a house you’ll 

know that the foundations aren’t exactly 

the most glamorous part of the building. 

Indeed, when the house is finished, you 

can’t even see them. But unless they’re 

solid, well, you know the rest … 

 

Over and over again, the Bible speaks 

about God’s steadfast love. It’s an odd 

word combination when you think about it 

because we think of love as a feeling: 

warm, soft, fluffy and yes, romantic. 

“Steadfast” just doesn’t seem to fit.  

 

And yet the steadfast, immovable, rock-

solid love of God is the best possible foun-

dation for your life and mine. Whatever life 

throws at you, whatever storms blow in, 

whatever earthquake rocks you to the 

core, it’s the completely dependable love 

of God that keeps you grounded. It’s the 

immovable love of God that keeps you 

standing. 

 

Lamentations 3:22,23 The steadfast love 

of the Lord never ceases, his mercies nev-

er come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness. (NRSV) 

 

That was written by a man surveying the 

devastation that had been wrought upon 

Jerusalem by the Babylonians. He was 

weeping, he was lamenting, he was trying 

to come to grips with the horror. But then 

he realised … 

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceas-

es, his mercies never come to an end; they 

are new every morning; great is your faith-

fulness.   

 

https://christianityworks.org/fresh/his-

steadfast-love/ 



Worship & Spiritual Formation  
              Meeting the Sacred in Everyday Life  

 

 

Passion / Holy Week 

  

Palm Sunday Worship 

March 28 
 

Maundy Thursday Service  

With Holy Communion 

Thursday, April 1, at 6 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 2, at 6 p.m. 
 

Easter Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday, April 4 

 

Join Us for Book Club 

 

Wednesday, April 7 at 8:30 a.m.  

In the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

“Proof of  Heaven” 
By Eben Alexander, M.D. 

“A neurosurgeon’s journey into the afterlife.” 
 

May’s Book Will Be 
“The Dearly Beloved” 

by Cara Wall 
“A thoughtful, beautiful multigenerational novel 
about love, God, jealousy, and friendship.” —

Elizabeth Gilbert 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Lectio Divina  

Lectio Divina meets on Wednesdays  
at noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please bring a journal and pen.   

 

The regular practice of Lectio Divina helps us to 

see the world through the eyes of Christ and to act 

in the world as his disciples of mercy and love.  

 

Easter  
Endings and New Beginnings 

By Scott Murphy 
 

Easter! The very sound of this sacred word is 

filled with life. The journey we have taken during 

the Lenten season now brings us to stand firmly 

in this sacred day where Easter extends its gift of 

life that continues to encounter us. To whatever 

degree we might attempt to control it, or change 

its trajectory, or even deny it, the gift of Easter 

still comes. The gift of Easter comes and offers us 

a new way of seeing, a new way of being, and a 

new way of living. Why? Because Easter is about 

endings and new beginnings. 

The power of the resurrection story is the aware-

ness that God takes our endings and invites us to 

experience the profound blessings in new begin-

nings. That new creation begins with the first 

breath of God’s abundant love and grace that fills 

us with the awareness that eternal life is not just a 

place and time in the future; eternal life is the 

depth of joy and love that comes in each breath of 

the divine indwelling presence God shares with 

us. The resurrection of Jesus is God’s shout to the 

world that God yearns to share in a relationship of 

love and life with all of creation. 

It is an amazing story. But even more, it is the 

story that continues to unfold in all of our lives. 

 

 



Outreach Ministry 
 

 

 

Come Take a Peek! 
While entering the Narthex or in the office areas, 

come check out the “temporary Food Pantry” in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Here you’ll see 3 large shelving 

units that store our donated food and personal items 

for those in our community who are struggling.   

Items such as juices and juice boxes are needed at 

this time.  Financial gifts are accepted as well.  

 

 

Donations 
Don’t forget we are now collecting clean (sticker-
free) medicine bottles, medical equipment (bath 
chairs, walkers, wheelchairs, supplies, crutches, etc.) 
and toiletry items.  Items can be dropped off in Emi-
ly’s office. 
 

 
  

Community Kids Event 
Saturday, March 27, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 
 
 

All are invited to help with this event for children in 

our community whose families struggle financially, 

etc. and who don’t get to do “fun” things because of 

cost.  Many of these children are unchurched and it 

is a great way for us to share the Gospel with them 

through storytelling, games, music, crafts and so 

much more.  By volunteering to help you can be a 

blessing to others and they to you!  If you would 

like more information contact Beckie. 

 
 

 One Great Hour of  Sharing 
Sunday, April 4 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing is the largest way Pres-

byterians come together to do mission and ministry 

with those whom we see are in need. Through these 

gifts, we declare that the Church belongs with peo-

ple whom we see suffering from the terrors of howl-

ing winds and natural disasters; those from whom 

we see COVID-19 took futures and livelihoods, and 

the whole cultures threatened as a result. The 

Church finds itself with those whom we see are 

thirsty because of too few water wells, and with 

those who are thirsty because of a lack of political 

will and the failure of powers and principalities to 

act in order to secure safe water for everyone. The 

Church belongs always, and forever, with those 

struggling for justice, righteousness and peace.  

We give to One Great Hour of Sharing because of 

where the Church belongs, of who the church is. 

Please give generously to One Great Hour of Shar-

ing so that our Church will continue to become, as 

Isaiah said, “repairers of the breach” alongside those 

experiencing great need. For when we all do a little, 

it adds up to a lot. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

    

  

 

About Betsey and Eric’s ministries: Since the Iranian Revolution of 1979, millions of Persian speaking peoples 

have migrated to other parts of the Middle East, to the United States, Europe, and other areas of the world. The 

migration continues and well over 100,000 Iranians have settled in Germany. The Iranian Presbyterian Church in 

Berlin, in addition to providing worship opportunities in Farsi, helps Iranian refugees and immigrants begin a new 

life in Germany. Ryan and Alethia White work with the pastor and social worker of the congregation to offer pasto-

ral care to those who are now making Germany their home. They will also collaborate with ecumenical partners to 

provide training and continuing education opportunities for leaders of the Presbyterian Church in Iran. 

About Ryan and Alethia:  They serve in Germany with a special sense of call to pursue Christ’s ministry of reconcili-

ation. 

“We are passionate about reconciling relationships across cultural, religious, and political divides, with the hope 

of promoting sustainable and peaceful partnerships,” Alethia says. “Through entering into relationships with oth-

ers, by listening to their stories and extending hospitality, we hope to participate in this ministry as a family.” The 

Whites are accompanied in Germany by their daughter, Ariella, born just a year before they were appointed to mis-

sion service and their newest addition to their family, daughter Laila, born in June of 2015. 

Alethia and Ryan both have a deep interest in the Middle East and its people. In 2007, while students at Fuller 

Theological Seminary, they participated in an eight-week practicum in Beirut, Lebanon. During her college studies, 

Alethia spent a semester in the Middle East with a cross-cultural education program. Alethia became interested in 

reconciliation and interfaith issues while in the Middle East and began sensing a call to mission. 

Ryan traces his mission call to high school while on short-term mission trips to Mexico. His interest in the Middle 

East began at Fuller, where he met Alethia. “From the beginning of our marriage, we have considered mission ser-

vice,” Ryan says. “We share a common calling to work for reconciliation, engage in interfaith conversations, devel-

op peace building initiatives, expand worldviews and promote relationships between American churches and the 

people in the Middle East.” 

As they approach their ministry, Alethia and Ryan look to Paul’s letter to the Romans for direction: “Share with the 

Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” (Romans 12: 13, NIV). 

 

Ryan and Alethia White 

Where the PCUSA is in Mission  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 - Emily Evans 

5 - Gwynn Durham 

14 - Beckie Riddell 

22 - Brittany Ward 

22 -  Fran Crawford 

24 - Rion Cascaden 

27 - Chris Shirley 

29 - Don Burton 

 

 

 

 

 

To see a full list of all the events at FPC go 

to our website calendar   —  

www.firstpreshuntsvilletx.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 Book Club 

@ 8 am 

 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 14  

Lectio @ 12 

15 16 17 

18 Youth 

group after 

worship 

19 20 21 

Lectio @ 12 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 

Lectio @ 12 

29 30  

April 2021 

AT 6 P.M. AT 6 P.M. 


